[Renal SGLT2 inhibitors, new agents for the management of type 2 diabetes].
Kidney plays a role in glucose homeostasis, not only by its capacity to produce glucose through local gluconeogenesis, but also, and even more important in presence of diabetes, by its capacity to excrete glucose in urine when hyperglycaemia exceeds tubular reabsorption threshold. Such reabsorption depends on sodium-glucose cotransporters-2 (SGLT2), which can be blocked by selective inhibitors. These pharmacological agents augment glucosuria and reduce hyperglycaemia independently of insulin. Some have already proven their efficacy to improve glucose control, in monotherapy or in combination, while promoting weight loss and without inducing hypoglycaemia. Dapagliflozin should be the first medication of this new pharmacological class to be commercialized for the management of type 2 diabetes.